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His MajesTIES
Gracious Declaration

Toall His Loving Subje@s for
LIBERTY of CONSCIENCE.

JAMES R
T baving pleafed 4lmightyGod notonly eo bring Us
tothe Imperial Crownof thefe Kingdoms through
the greateft difficulties, but to preferve Us by a
more than ordinary Providence upon the Throne
of Our Royal Ancelors, there % nothing now
that We fo earncftly defire, asto Eftablifb Our (sovern-
wnent on fuch a Foundation, a5 may make Odr Sub-
Jeéts happy, and unite them to Us by Inclination as
well ds Dutys Which #e think can be donte by no
Mhcans focffectually, @5 by granting to thewm the free Exe
ercife of ¢hesr Religion frv the tome to come, and add
that to the perfolt LEnjoyment of their Property, which
bds nevzr boen in any cafe thwaded by Us fince Our co-
mirg to the Cromn : Which being thettvo thivgs Men
value moft, [ball ever be preférved in thefe Ksvigdoms,
during Our Reign cver them, as the truglt Metleds of
thetr Peage and Our Glory, Ve <annot but beartsly
wifb, as it will eafily be believed, xhat all the People of
Our Dominsons were Members of theCatholick Church,
yer We humbly shank_Alrnghty Gody it #, and bathof
fong timesbeen Our conftant Senfé and Opmion ( wwhich
1pon dvverfe Occafions We have declared ) that Confci-
enze onglt not to be confirained, nor Pedble forced in
matters of meer Religion: B has ever been dureétly
<ontraryto Our bic.ination, & We think it & to the In-
tereft  of Gevermment, which it defiroys by fpoiling
Trade, depopulating Countries, and difcouraging Stran-
gerss and.finally, that 1t never obtaned the End for
which it was-ogployed : Andin this We ave the more
Confirmed by th¥- Reflelions We have made upon the
Condnlt of the four laft Reigns.  For after allthe fre-
quent and prof ng Endeavours that swere afed i each
. of them, to redce this Krupdum to an exalt Confor-
ity in Religion, it 15 v'fible the Succels bas net ag-
Jmwered the Defian, and that the Difficulty 15 snvincid e
172 theve‘ore out of Our Princely Care and Affection
wito all O:r Lovirg Subjedls, that they may live at
B ofp and Quuct, awd for the wncieafe of Trade and
sxcmragement of Strangers, have thoright fit by virtue

&f Ouir Koval Prer gative, to §ffue foreh this Our De--

¢larasion of Tndifzences making no doubt-of tle Concur-
rence of Oir Ttwa Honf s of Pailiament, whei Ve fhall
taiik it convensent for thent to Meet.

In the firf} Place T¥e do Leclare, ¥hat W& 1will Pro-

t.ct awd M antarn O.ur Arch-Bifb.ps, Biflbops, mgl‘:

Cewpy, and all other Qui Subyetis of the Church
England, in th fice Exercife of the.r Re igion,
by Law Effabliffed, and in th: quict ard fult Evyor-
went of allghzar Poffeflions, withe it any Meleflation
@ Diffurbance whagleever.,

From GJondap April 4. to Thursay April 7o 16L7.
4

We do likesvifé Declare ¢hat it 7 Our Royal Will and
Pleafure,Thur from benccforth the Execution ‘of all and
all manner of Pend! Lasws i1 Matrers Ecclefiaftical, for
net coming to Church, or net Recerving the Stcra-
menty or for any other Non-conformity to the Re'ipion
Eftablifbed, or for, or by Reafon of the Exercifé of Re-
lsgion sn dny manner whatfoever, be immediately Suf-
pended 5+ And the further Execution of the f1id Penal
Laws and every of them 15 hereby Sufpended,

And to the end that by the Liberty berely Granted, ¢he
Peace and Security of Our Government in the Praflice
thereof, may not be indangered, We have though fit, and
do horely firastly Charge and Command alf Qur Loving
Subjells, That asF¥e do ficely give them Leave to
Mect and Serve God after their orn Way and Man-
ner, be it in Private Houfes or Places prpofély Hived
or Built for that ufe 5 fo that they rake cfpecial care,
that nothing be Preached cr Taught amongf them
which may any ways tend to Alienate the Heares of
Our People frsm Us or Onr Gevernmert ; And that
thesr Meetings and Affemblics be peaceably, openby, and

publickly beld, and all Perfons freely admirred tothems
And that they do fignifie and make known to fome ome
or ynore of the nexr Fuftices of the Peace, what Place
or Places they fet apart for thofé ufés. :

And that all Our Subjeits may emoy fiuch their Rea
ligiosts Affemblies with greacer Affiance and Pretelisu
on, We have thoughe it requifite, and do hereby Comm
mand, Thar no Difturbance of any kind be made or
grvenunto them,under Pain of Our Difpleafure, and to

further proceeded againft withzthe uttermoft feversty.

And for as much as We are defirous to have the Bes
nefir of the Service of all Our Loving Subjeéts, which
by the Law of Nature is irg/épambi annexed to, and
smberens in Our Royal Perfon: And that none of Our
Sulyolts may for the future be under any Difeonrage
ment or Difability f 1oho are othermife well inclined
and fit to ferve Us ) by Reafon of fome Oaths or Tefts,
that bave beenufually Adminifired on fuch occafions:
e dp hereby further Declare, That it is Onr Royal
ill and Pleafire, That the Oaths commonly called,
The Qaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, and alfo the
Several Tefts and Declarations mentioned in the A8s
of Parliament made in the 25th and 3oth years of
the Reign of Our late Royal Brother King Charles rhe
Second, fbalinse ar any time bercafter be” Requsred to
be Taken, Declared or Subfcribed by awy Perfon cr Pesm
Jons whatfoever, twho % ar foall be Imployed in any OF-
fice or Place of Truft eitper Civsl or Military, under
Us or tn Our Government. And Ve do fanther De-
elare it to be Our Pleafure and Intention frem time tp
time hereafter, toGrant Our Rwyal Dijpentations un-
der Our Great Seal roallOur Loving $ibjeéts foto be
imployed, who flalt not take the fasd Oaths, or Sub-
feribe or Declare the fusd Tefts ar Declarations in the
abovementioned A& s and cwzry of them.

And ro the end rthat all Our Levirg Subjelds may res
ceive and enjoy the fitll Bencfinand Advartage of Onr
Graciotis Indulgence bereby sntended, andmay be dv-
guitted and Difcharged fremall Pains, Pena tics, Itra
Jertares, ana Difabiitzes by tlom o any of them ins

cumved er forfeited, ar which they fhall or may -at duy
1



